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1 | OPPORTUNITIES IN CHENGDU
1.1 CITY OVERVIEW 

Chengdu, called “Rong” for short, also known as “Jinguan” or “Jinguan City”, 
has been praised as Land of Abundance since ancient times.  It is the capital 
city of Sichuan province which governs eleven districts, five county-level cities 
and four counties. Ratified by the State Council as National Central City, it is 
the western economic, cultural, creative and international exchange center, 
as well as a comprehensive transportation and communication hub. The city 
was built 2,300 years ago and the history of Chengdu could be traced back 
3,200 years ago due to the discovery of Jinsha relics. It covers an area of 
12,100 km2, with a population of 15 million.

271 companies out of the Fortune Global 500 have already set up operations 
in Chengdu. Additionally, 15 countries, including US, Germany, France, 
Singapore and Australia, have opened their consulates in Chengdu. The 
number of consulates ranks 3rd in China, following Shanghai and Guangzhou. 
In 2015, the annual import-export amount has hit the Euro 47.25 billion1 
threshold.

Western China accounts for 1/3 of China’s territory and 1/4 of China’s 
population. The “Economic Circle within 1- to- 2-hour Driving Distance to 
Chengdu” covers 90 million people of Sichuan province; and the “Economic 
Circle within 6-hour Driving Distance” covers about 600 million people in the 
neighboring 7 provinces. The “Chengdu-European Express” has become the 
most stable and convenient international railway-scheduled freight train in 
China.

Chengdu is the 4th largest city of civil aviation in China, the 4th 72-hr visa free 
city, and has served 85 international air routes since 2015. The passenger 
turnover was 42 million in 2015, making it the 4th ranked city in China and 
the 1st in Western China. Chengdu is also the 3rd city in China with two 
international airports following Beijing and Shanghai. Furthermore, Chengdu 
is one of the 45 national highway hubs, all while becoming China’s largest 
highway freight distribution center.

1 USD 55.85 billion
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1.2 KEY INDUSTRIES IN CHENGDU 

A modern industry system has taken shape in Chengdu with the joint 
development of advanced manufacturing, modern service industry and 
modern urban agriculture. The fields of advanced manufacturing industry, 
IT, rail transit, automobile and petrochemical are “developed with priorities”; 
industries including aviation, bio-pharmacy, new energy, new materials and 
environmental protection are “developed with acceleration”; and industries 
like metallurgy, food, building material, and light industry are “developed 
with optimisation”.   

Electronic information is Chengdu’s first pillar industry, where 
50% of laptop chips in the world are packaged and tested, 
50% of iPads worldwide are produced and 40% of laptops 
are produced in Chengdu and Chongqing combined. Well-
known enterprises at home and abroad, including Foxconn, 
Microsoft, IBM, Huawei, Intel, Lenovo, CEC, Ericsson, CETC, Dell, 
AMD, Texas Instruments, Global Foundry, BOE, and Shenzhen 
Tianma, have all set up operations in Chengdu.

Chengdu is also an important automobile manufacturing 
base in China. It has become one of the dominant industries 
in Chengdu. Chengdu is an important production base of many 
well-known automobile brands, such as FAW-VW, FAW-Toyota, 
Geely, Volvo and Peugeot Citroen. A complete whole vehicle 
production system and spare parts matching system has been 
made available in Chengdu. 

Chengdu is known as ‘a city of railways’. Rail transit industry 
fields cover research, development, survey & design, 
project construction, equipment manufacturing, operation 
& management, maintenance & repair and education & 
training. Now, there are 45 large-scale rail transit equipment 
manufacturers in Chengdu, including CRRC and Xinzhu 
Cooperation. 

Chengdu is an important city for China’s aviation and 
aerospace industry. It has strong capability in terms of research 
& production of whole aircrafts, large components, avionics, 
spare parts, and aircraft maintenance & services. 
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As China’s important biomedicine industry base, one of the 
first medicine exporting bases, hi-tech industrialisation base 
for biomedical materials and medicine devices, biomedicine 
industry innovation incubation base, Chengdu has established 
a complete pharmaceutical collaboration and supporting 
capability.

Precision machinery and intelligent manufacturing industry 
is one of Chengdu’s pillar industries, which has shown 
advantages in both its large-scale and long distance. Well-
known enterprises in this field such as Siemens, BMT Welding, 
Push Ningjiang, have built factories in Chengdu.

Chengdu is China’s hi-tech industry base for high-performance 
fibers. In recent years, some world-renowned enterprises such 
as Toray, ChemChina, CNBW, Envonik Degussa, DuPontandDow 
Chemical, have entered Chengdu.

Chengdu is China’s strategic and functional deployment area for 
electronic information industry development, with excellent 
industrial elements and resources. Currently, such well-known 
home appliance manufacturers as TCL and Hisense, have 
established factories in Chengdu. 

A modern energy conservation and environmental protection 
service layout, centered on Jintang Energy Conservation and 
Environmental Protection Industry Demonstration Base, has 
shaped up in Chengdu. Supporting industries are mainly 
located in the hi-tech zone at Chengdu District and Jinjiang 
District. 

Chengdu is China’s hi-tech industry base for new energy 
industry and hi-tech industrialisation base for new energy 
equipment. In Chengdu, there are more than 70 above-scale 
new energy enterprises, including Tongwei Solar Energy, 
Sichuan Yingfa, Hanergy, Huadu Nuclear Power, Forward 
Technology and Chuan Kai Electric.
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Within the realm of modern service industry, the city focuses on five new-
emerging industries including modern finance, modern logistics, science 
and technology service, e-commerce, and elderly care and health service. 
Meanwhile, traditional service industries such as commerce & trade, business 
service, tourism, conference & exhibition and cluster industry are developed 
with transformation and upgrades. 

1.3 RESEARCH AND INNOVATION IN CHENGDU 

As a key research and innovation hub in Western China, Chengdu has 53 
major institutions of higher learning including Sichuan University, the 
Electronic Science and Technology University of China and Southwest 
Jiaotong University, as well as 30 national scientific research institutes 
including the Chengdu branch of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, China 
Southwest Research Institute of China Railway Engineering Co., Ltd., China 
Bluestar Chengrand Research Institute of Chemical Industry. In addition, 
it has 67 innovation R&D platforms and 193 carriers of innovation and 
entrepreneurship at the municipal, provincial and national levels.

Chengdu owns about 200 key laboratories, among which 45 are on national 
level, such as those in the fields of polymer materials, electronic thin films 
and integrated devices. There are also over 100 engineering technology 
research centers in Chengdu, among which about 10 are on national level. 
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The city has comprehensive advantages and strong technical capabilities in 
the fields of electronics, biotechnology, new materials, optics, optical fiber 
communication technology, nuclear technology applications, laser and alike.
Under the new normal economic model, the Chengdu government is placing 
great emphasis on research and innovation. Chengdu is set to attract 
more professionals from home and abroad to start businesses within its 
innovation-friendly environment under various policy incentives. In 2016, the 
Chengdu government launched a special fund of at least 274 million Euros 
for talents, and initiated a series of incentive policies to attract professionals 
with financial aids ranging from 164.4 thousand to 6.85 million Euros.

The standardised and effective government service has been consistently 
facilitated in Chengdu for 10 years. It is the first national Model City of 
Intellectual Property Protection, having won the City Management Progress 
Award, and it is the first modern city the ‘Government IPR Award’ claimed in 
China. In 2016, the city received more than 98,251 applications for patents, 
with a 26.71% growth per year; among which the number of invention patent 
applications is 39,500, ranking the second among the provincial cities, with a 
32.59% growth per year. The number of granted patents is 41,309, of which 
7,202 invention patents are granted, with 16.05% growth per year. 

The city is regularly ranked among the top cities for innovation locations. 
In July 2015, several organisations including AliResearch and the 
entrepreneurship service-provider 36Kr, which is a comprehensive service 
provider aimed at serving innovative technology companies while being the 
largest entrepreneurship and innovation platform in China, issued a report 
on China’s innovation climate in which Chengdu was named one of the six 
major Chinese cities for innovation and entrepreneurship. In August 2015, 
the Chinese version of Fortune magazine listed Chengdu among the top 10 
innovative Chinese cities.

Chengdu is a key pilot city for China’s national comprehensive innovation 
reform program, taking full advantage of its strengths in human resources 
and R&D, and is attracting more and more world-class universities, 
scientific research institutions, hi-tech incubators, domestic and foreign top 
professionals. It will accelerate its path to integrate into the global innovation 
system, by vigorously advancing innovation-driven reform and construct 
regional innovation & entrepreneurship centers with international influence.



EUROPEAN NETWORK OF RESEARCH AND INNOVATION CENTRES AND HUBS (ENRICH), CHINA

ENRICH OPPORTUNITIES AND SERVICE OFFER – REGIONAL HUB IN CHENGDU 

- 6 - 

2 | SERVICES OFFERED BY ENRICH REGIONAL 
HUB IN CHENGDU
European Network of Research and Innovation Centres and Hubs (ENRICH), 
China aims to promote European Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) 
interests and to reinforce the leadership of European countries in STI in China 
by connecting and supporting European researchers and entrepreneurs. 

The ENRICH Regional Hub in Chengdu is the first regional Centre established 
in China supported by EU Project Innovation Centre (www.eupic.org.cn).

Together with a wide range of ‘one-stop’ services offered for European 
researchers and entrepreneurs, the ENRICH Regional Hub in Chengdu will be 
a platform for publishing and sharing STI cooperation offers/requests, as well 
as promoting European Technology & Innovation achievements in Western 
China. The following services will be provided by the ENRICH Regional Hub 
in Chengdu: Soft Landing & Co-Working; RDI Consultancy & Coaching and 
Cooperation Enabling Events.

1. Soft Landing & Co-Working

This service aims to ensure that European innovative businesses and 
researchers entering or expanding into China are provided with an 
accelerated introduction to their target ecosystem. ENRICH Regional Hub 
in Chengdu will support in a wide range of activities, such as company and 
organisation registration; tax registration; annual auditing; customs and 
logistics assistance; multilingual services (translation & interpretation); 
advisory on Chinese laws, regulations, IPR, and policies on trade, investment, 
technology and others; assistance with HR issues; and help liaising with 
government bodies, enterprises and industrial associations. The target 
market for this service include all actors within the European STI community, 
with a primary focus on universities, research institutes, technology based 
SMEs, start-ups, clusters, and business associations.

2. RDI Consultancy & Coaching 

The objective of this service is to provide specialised support, customised 
strategic orientation and personalised technical assistance to the Centre’s 
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clients, building upon the European customers’ specific RDI needs and 
priorities related to China. European customers often require unique 
support and customised approach to gain interest and establish truly 
effective collaborations. European R&I actors are in need of personalised 
guidance to successfully breakthrough the innovation ecosystem of such 
a culturally and socially distinctive country as China. ENRICH Regional Hub 
in Chengdu will support in financial & funding consultancy, and assistance 
with market research, due diligence, and technology transfer among others. 
Similarly to the Soft Landing & Co-Working service, the target market for this 
service includes all actors within the European STI community. 

3. Cooperation Enabling Events

This service aims to create an environment for face-to-face interactions, 
allowing the exploitation of research, innovation and business cooperation 
opportunities. This will be incorporated with matchmaking tours to China of 
ENRICH Headquarters in Beijing, as well as other roadshows and conferences. 
ENRICH Regional Hub in Chengdu will assist in hosting promotion events, 
round-tables and seminars, as well as publicising via different media of 
technology, business and project information from European companies 
and research organizations. The target customers for this service include 
all actors within the European STI community, such as large companies, 
SMEs, start-ups, cluster management organisations, business associations, 
chambers, universities, research centres & councils, innovation & funding 
agencies, STI networks and platforms, with no specific focus or priority. 
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Location

ENRICH Regional Hub in Chengdu will be located in the new facility of the 
Business & Innovation Centre for China-Europe Cooperation. Through this 
new facility, ENRICH Regional Hub in Chengdu will provide the following 
functional areas:

Exhibition Area 

• Exhibit and promote European integral science research network, 
resources, and strength; 

• Exhibit EU-China science research cooperation achievements; 
• Publish EU-China science and technology cooperation demand in real time; 
• Facilitate transformation of science and technology achievements by the 

methods of online bidding system of science and technology innovation 
achievement, network technology trade conference, crowd funding system 
of science and technology achievement and so on.

Conference Area 

• Provide up-to-1000 person conference venue for science and technology 
related topics; 

• Provide visualisation conference centre, as to improve EU-China science 
and technology cooperation communication efficiency.

Office Area 

• Provide incubation services for European science research institutions and 
science-oriented enterprise;

• Provide offices for European financial guarantee agencies that serve for 
science and technology industry.
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CONTACT US IN CHINA AND IN EUROPE!

ENRICH is made possible with the support of the ERICENA project and its partners:

Room 910, Sunflower Tower, No. 37 
Maizidian West Street

Chaoyang District 100125, Beijing, China
Tel: +86 (0) 10 8527 5300 

Sociedade Portuguesa de Inovação (SPI) 
Avenida Marechal Gomes da Costa, 

1376, Porto
Tel: +351 22 6076400

saramedina@spi.pt

Beijing, China

Portugal

Chengdu, China

Belgium

Beijing, China

Chengdu, China

www.eucentres.eu/china
china@eucentres.eu

Floor 7, Business & Innovation Centre 
for China-Europe Cooperation, No. 
1577 Tianfu Avenue, Chengdu, China
Tel: +86 (0) 28 8533 7021

EBN innovation network (EBN)
Avenue de Tervuren, 168 B-1150 
Brussels
Tel: +32 2 772 8900
robert.sanders@ebn.eu 

R&D Management    Public Funding

eu relations

ERICENA Coordinator
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